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Hugh completed Applied Mathematics Honours at The University of Adelaide in 1984. After 

attaining a Rhodes Scholarship in 1984 Hugh completed his D.Phil at Oxford University in 1987. 

Postdoctoral research periods followed at Stanford University and at the Australian National 

University (as a QEIII Fellow). In 1991 he took a Lectureship, later Senior Lectureship, in 

Applied Mathematics at The University of Adelaide. In 1995 he was appointed Foundation Chair 

and Professor of the Department of Environmental Science at the Roseworthy campus of The 

University of Adelaide. In July 2000 Hugh took up a joint Professorship between the 

Departments of Zoology & Entomology, and Mathematics at The University of Queensland. In 

February 2001 The Ecology Centre was established with Hugh as Director. From 2003-2007 

Hugh was an ARC Professorial Research Fellow. Professor Possingham is currently an ARC 

Federation fellow (2007 – 2011) and Director of a Commonwealth Environment Research 

Facility – Applied Environmental Decision Analysis.  

The Possingham lab includes nine postdoctoral researchers and twenty-five PhD students 

working on empirical and theoretical aspects of the applied population ecology of plants and 

animals. Particular areas of recent research include marine reserve design, optimal landscape 

reconstruction for birds, metapopulation dynamics of plants and animals, population viability 

analysis, kangaroo and koala management, and optimal weed control (as part of the Weeds 

CRC). The lab has a unifying interest in environmental applications of decision theory. Hugh has 

published over 100 refereed articles and book chapters. 

Hugh has a variety of broader public roles including Chair of the federal government Biological 

Diversity Advisory Committee, member of the NHT Advisory Committee, member of the state 

Ministerial Advisory Committee on Vegetation Management, member of the Research and 

Conservation Committee of Birds Australia and member of the Board of Greening Australia, 

Queensland. 

Hugh has recently been awarded: the POL Eureka Prize for Environmental Research (for 

collaborative work with Dr David Lindenmayer) - 1999, the inaugural Fenner medal for plant and 



animal biology from the Australian Academy of Sciences - 2000, and the Australian 

Mathematical Society Medal - 2001. 

 

 

 

Further information about Prof H Possingham is available at the following URL: 

 

 http://www.uq.edu.au/spatialecology/index.html?page=66440 
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